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Saturday of the month, 
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President’s Meanderings 
 
 

Hello Everyone, 

I hope you’re all staying warm during this chilly weather—hopefully, spring finds us 
soon! I’m excited for another great year of collecting, and we have some fantastic 
field trips lined up. 

As a quick reminder, please make sure your club dues are paid for the year, as 
active membership is required for insurance purposes. 

Our first field trip will be in March to American Rutile, so keep an eye out for a 
separate email with sign-up details. You can also sign up at our monthly meetings. 
Space is usually limited, and there will be no early sign-ups—only when the trip 
email goes out or the sign-up sheet becomes available. 

I also want to take a moment to thank each and every one of you for your help 
this past year—whether at events or simply spreading the word about our club. It’s 
amazing to see our community grow, bringing smiles to people’s faces and 
sparking great conversations about geology and the lapidary arts. 

Looking forward to another fantastic year together! 

Your Fellow Rockhound,​
James Tomlin​
President, GMSL 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 2025 Club Officers 
 
President & Field Trip Guide 
James Tomlin 
(434)258-2886 
tomlin.jamesm@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President & Programing 
David Kingery 
 
Secretary – Holly Tomlin 
Fireeyez1981@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer – Joan Moore 
jmoore64@msn.com 
 
Membership – Carl Pilat 
choptankpirate@yahoo.com 
 
Newsletter Editor – Sena 
Magill 
senamagill@gmail.com 
 
Members At Large -  
Ben Thompson       
Kyrina Johnson 
Youth Outreach 
 
 

Programs for the Future 
February: In lieu of last month's meeting cancellation we will also conduct a short 
safety briefing for our 2025 year.  Our guest speaker for this month will be Thomas 
Hale. Thomas is a Virginia native and has been very active in the rock world 
specializing in mineral politics. He is a PhD candidate at the University of 
Delaware, and received his Masters from the Elliott School of International Affairs 
at George Washington University. I am ecstatic to have him with us speaking about 
the Ivittuut Mine and the geology/mineralogy of southwest Greenland. This will be 
a fun and very informative program, so make sure to attend and give your support! 
 
March: For our March meeting I am excited to announce an open club rock swap. 
This swap will be for club members only, and all clubs are invited to join. For those 
with plentiful material there will be a one table limit so everyone has an opportunity 
to participate. No table charge. It is very important we must be completely packed 
and out of the building by 8:45, so please plan accordingly. I hope to have good 
attendance at this fun-for-all event, and look forward to seeing everyone's 
treasures! 
 

Note from the Editor 
 
Greetings All, 
  Even if Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow I hope you are able to get out a little 
on some of these nicer days while the undergrowth is dead and rocks are easier to 
see. I recently had to make a quick trip to the tidewater area and stopped at a few 
places on the way home.  While I did not find a ton of unusual rocks I did happen 
upon a few great fossils and a really cool piece of bog iron that has a fossil 
impression in it. Just a reminder to look in all sorts of places, if you know you are 
going somewhere for a business trip, join the local rock hound facebook group, so 
many people are great about sharing a local place you can look around.  
 
If you have any questions or suggestions for the newsletter or programming please 
feel free to contact me at Senamagill@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GSML Membership Report 
 
Hello Everyone,  

It is that time again Please submit your renewal either by mail or in person, $15.00 for 1 adult, 
$25.00 for 2. We had numerous field trip opportunities this year and will have many next year.  A 
reminder you must be a member in good standing two weeks prior to the field trip scheduled date. 
If you have any questions regarding your membership, please feel free to reach out to me at 
choptankpirate@yahoo.com 

Thanks, 

Carl N Pilat, Membership Chair 



 
Here are a few things that being a member gives you: 
 

* receive our monthly newsletters 
* attend our monthly meetings 
* participate in members-only GMSL field trips to quarries, mines, & events related to gems & 
minerals 
* Purchase club t-shirts or hoodies 
* Discounts with several “rock” stores & vendors for current members with badges 
* attend our club member’s only workshop each month 
* A chance to win a $500 annual scholarship. 

 
 
 
 

If you need to renew your club membership you can let Carl Pilat know and he can email 
you the form.  You can make checks out to GMSL or pay online (links at bottom of web site 
https://www.lynchburgrockclub.org ). 
Our Mailing address is: 
 

The Gem and Mineral Society of Lynchburg, VA, INC.  
PO Box 11975 
Lynchburg, VA 24506-1975 
lynchburgrockclub@yahoo.com 

Make check payable to “The Gem And Mineral Society of Lynchburg, VA, Inc.” or “GMSL”and mail 
completed  application form and dues to: GMSL PO Box 11975, Lynchburg, VA 24506-1975, (or bring 
membership application &  dues to our monthly meeting). Note: There is a limit of 2 primary “voting” 
memberships per family. All membership  dues must be renewed between January 1st thru 15th annually 
to continue with GMSL. If you pay dues by check,  allow us 2 – 4 weeks to cash your check, however, 
your new membership badge(s) should arrive by mail within 2  weeks of paying.  

 
 

GSML Meeting Minutes 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of Lynchburg Meeting Minutes  

January 21, 2025 @ 7:00pm 

Meeting was canceled due to Lodge being unavailable. 

Attendance: Due to the Holiday party no attendance was taken. 

Meeting Called to Order  

Old Business:  

New Business: Membership Report: Reminder to renew your membership for 2025. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Program:  

https://www.lynchburgrockclub.org
mailto:lynchburgrockclub@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 

GSML Club & Affiliated Clubs Field Trips 
 

Gem and MIneral Society of Lynchburg Field Trips 
 
Due to the need to make sure only members who are in good standing with club dues are 
attending field trips details will not be in the newsletter. Please check your email regarding trips.  
March will be the next month we have a trip. 
  
South Eastern Federation Field Trips (Dixie Mineral) 
The DMC trip schedule page on the SFMS website 
https://www.southeastfed.org/sfms-field-trips/dmc-field-trip-program/dmc-field-trip-schedule 
 
 
February - Greensboro Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. (Greensboro, NC) 
March - Mobile Rock & Gem Society, Inc. (Mobile, AL) 
April - Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society (Florence, MS) 
May - North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society (Tupelo, MS) 
June - Gaston County Gem, Mineral & Faceting Club (Gastonia, NC) 
July - Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society (Jacksonville, FL) 
 

  Other Links that you may want to check out 
 
Mineral Cleaning for Amateurs  
John’s website is full of information that all mineral collectors will find useful and interesting.  
http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/ 
 
Rock collecting guide for geology beginners 
https://www.basementguides.com/rock-collecting-and-geology-basics/ 
 
Facebook Link for the club 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/432839874271992/?ref=share\ 
Link to Mindat web page for Willis Mountain 
 
 
Mineral Collecting in Virginia 
https://www.energy.virginia.gov/geology/documents/Brochures/MINERALCOLLECTING.pdf 
 
https://www.energy.virginia.gov/geology/geologymineralresources.shtml 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://amfed.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=80754e4f918a2ae19a26a2449&id=7baf89ea34&e=eb40214e97
http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/432839874271992/?ref=share
https://www.energy.virginia.gov/geology/documents/Brochures/MINERALCOLLECTING.pdf
https://www.energy.virginia.gov/geology/geologymineralresources.shtml


What to do with my Rocks now 
 

 Heart Cabochon Pendant Wire Wrapping Tutorial (round wire)
 
https://www.rockngem.com/metaphysical-rocks-101/  This is a good article for some basics especially for 
marketing your creations to different people. 
 
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/fairy-stone - In case you want to try and find Fairy stone crosses for 
Eatser. 
 
 

Interesting Upcoming Events 
 
 
International Gem and Jewelry Show- Dulles Expo Feb. 14th  -16th   
https://www.intergem.com/events/upcoming-shows/chantilly-va-february-14-16-2025 
Rock On Gem & Mineral Festival- Boonsboro Ruritan Club April 19-20th. 
https://www.facebook.com/boonsbororuritanclub/ 
 
 
Festival of Light (Holistic show)- Boonsboro Ruritan Club May 10-11th 
https://www.facebook.com/boonsbororuritanclub/ 
 
 
Rock On Gem & Mineral Festival: Boonsboro Ruritan Club, June 14 & 15 
https://www.facebook.com/boonsbororuritanclub/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7nk3pBk4P4
https://www.rockngem.com/metaphysical-rocks-101/
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/fairy-stone
https://www.intergem.com/events/upcoming-shows/chantilly-va-february-14-16-2025
https://www.facebook.com/boonsbororuritanclub/
https://www.facebook.com/boonsbororuritanclub/
https://www.facebook.com/boonsbororuritanclub/


 
GMSL2502 February Every Rock Tells a Story  

 
Every Rock Tells a Story, Igneous Extrusive Rock-  Steve Boylan GMSL2502 

 
Figure 1 Volcanoes a) Mount St. Helens b) Mid-Atlantic Ridge c) Kilauea d) Yellowstone NP 
 
Where are rocks made? Igneous extrusive rocks are made in volcanoes. Hot molten magma is 
pushed out through a hole or a vent in the earth’s crust. On the surface the magma is called lava. 
The hole or vent is called the volcano. The molten magma solidifies to form igneous extrusive 
rocks.   
 
Figure 1a shows the eruption of Mount St Helens volcano. Figure 1b shows basalt at the 
Mid-Atlantic Ridge. Figure 1c shows an eruption of Kilauea in Hawaii. And figure 1d shows a view 
of the caldera of the volcano at Yellowstone National Park. These sites are very different. At each 
of these sites rocks are being formed or have been formed as molten magma cools and solidifies.  
 
Four types of igneous extrusive rocks are rhyolite, dacite, andesite and basalt.   

 Have a great day. 


	GSML Membership Report 

